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Lilian, was taken prisoner, escaped, and subsequently served as purser 
on the Susan Bierne. 

The text of the first edition of this book, which appeared in 1914, has 
been expanded one hundred pages in this the second edition, and for the 
grievously inadequate index of five and one-half pages in the first edi- 
tion has been substituted in the second a carefully prepared index of 
forty-four pages. 

The historical value of the book is somewhat impaired by exaggera- 
tion, by excessive eulogy, by an almost exclusively local point of view, 
and by religious prejudice. On page 604 we read: "The people of 
the Southern States throughout most of their history have been more 
homogeneous than those of the North and "West, and have maintained 
their ancestral faiths with a steadiness almost unknown in some parts 
of our country. They have clung tenaciously to the great essentials 
of the Christian system, have been quick to see the insufficiency of mod- 
ern substitutes for the Gospel of God's grace, and have turned a deaf 
ear to the exponents of mushroom religions." 

Who but a North Carolinian could write the following paragraph ? 

"Through the quiet lanes of Orton to the ruins of Governor Tyron's 
palace is half a mile. Here is the cradle of American independence; for 
upon this spot, until recently hidden by a dense undergrowth of timber, 
occurred, between six and seven o'clock on the evening of the 19th of 
February, 1766, the first open resistance to the British Stamp Act in 
the American colonies, by 450 armed men, who surrounded the palace 
and demanded the surrender of the custodian of the obnoxious symbols 
of the King's authority." (p. 59.) 

The statement on page 538 that the earthquake of August 31, 1886, 
"nearly destroyed the city of Charleston" is clearly an exaggeration. 
The idea that must be conveyed by the statement on page 6 that the 
Black river enters the Cape Fear river "from the east" is not correct. 

Newton D. Mereness 

Letters on the condition of Kentucky in 1825. Eeprinted from the Rich- 
mond Enquirer. Edited by Earl Gregg Swem, assistant librarian, 
Virginia state library. [Heartman's historical series, number 22] 
(New York: Charles F. Heartman, 1916. 76 p. $2.50) 
The eight letters herewith reprinted contain much information regard- 
ing Kentucky characters and Kentucky conditions at the date indicated. 
The state was then passing through an economic crisis in which its 
credit and its judiciary alike suffered. Four of the letters treat of the 
existing turmoil in politics and describe the chief leaders of the relief 
and anti-relief parties, as the contending factions were then locally 
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known, but with marked sympathy for the last named group. The stu- 
dent of the period will appreciate the nameless author's sketches of 
Barry, Eowan, Desha, Wickliffe, Hardin, Crittenden, and other minor 
worthies, for though he affects rather than achieves an elegant literary 
style, he is giving us the results of personal observation and evidently 
desires to be truthful. His impression of the university of Kentucky 
(Transylvania) and of other "literary and benevolent institutions" of 
the state, including the deaf and dumb asylum, are exceedingly favor- 
able. He admires Dr. Holley, then serving as president of the univer- 
sity, and gives a pleasing description of his personality, method of lec- 
turing, and religious views. Dr. Holley 's associates did not impress him 
so favorably, especially those teaching law, but he derived both pleasure 
and profit from the lectures in medicine and allied subjects. Socially he 
found much to praise in the people of Kentucky ; he was impressed with 
their physical well-being, but repelled by their religious differences. The 
description of a visit to Shakertown occupies a whole letter. The smaller 
towns, the highways, and the major portion of the farms, tilled by slave 
labor, have little attraction for him. The reprint is well worth while, 
and is presented in attractive form. One typographical error on page 
13 slightly mars the careful editing. 

I. J. C. 

Records of the original proceedings of the Ohio company. Edited with 
introduction and notes by Archer Butler Hulbert, professor of his- 
tory, Marietta college. [Marietta college historical collections, vol- 
ume i, Ohio company series, volume i] (Marietta, Ohio: Marietta 
historical commission, 1917. 132 p. $2.50) 
The Marietta college historical commission has rendered a signal ser- 
vice to historical scholarship in America by commencing the publication 
of the original papers of the Ohio company of associates. "While the 
migration of the Marietta pilgrims is almost as well known as the settle- 
ment of the English colonists on the Atlantic seaboard, the appearance 
of the official records of the corporation that formed the first colony in 
the northwest territory has been long retarded. Probably the delay has 
been fortunate, since we now have these papers in so attractive a form, 
and edited with such careful thoroughness. The editor's introduction 
occupies over one-half of the present volume, and is an unusually suc- 
cessful essay in historical criticism. During the century and a quarter 
that has elapsed since the corporation was formed, the usual web of his- 
torical myths has been spun about its activities. These Mr. Hulbert, 
with the aid of the original papers and a thorough sifting of other avail- 
able material, has succeeded in brushing away, and in so doing he has 



